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20 Countries Act to Repel Deadly
Radioactive Radon Gas

GENEVA, Switzerland, June 22,
2005 (ENS) - Exposure to a
natural radioactive gas in the
home and workplace causes tens of
thousands of deaths from lung
cancer each year, the World
Health Organization (WHO) said
Tuesday. Recent results from the
largest radon studies ever
conducted in North America and
Europe show six to 15 percent of
all lung cancers are caused by
exposure to the gas.

"Radon poses an easily reducible
health risk to populations all over
the world, but has not up to now
received widespread attention,"
said Dr. Mike Repacholi,
coordinator of WHO's Radiation
and Environmental Health Unit.
"Radon is all around us. Radon in
our homes 1s the main source of
exposure to ionizing radiation, and
accounts for 50 percent of the
public's exposure to naturally
occurring sources of radiation in
many countries," Dr. Repacholi
said.

To cut the risk of lung cancer for
smokers and non-smokers alike,
WHO Tuesday announced that 20
countries have joined with the
agency in a new project that will
identify effective strategies for
reducing the health impact of
radon.

Radon is a chemically inert,
naturally occurring radioactive gas
without odor, color or taste that
emanates from the ground into the
air. Radon gas in the air is present
worldwide, 1ts concentration
depending on the variable uranium
content of the soil.

Radon is produced from radium in
the decay chain of uranium, an
element found in varying amounts
in all rocks and soil. Radon gas
escapes easily from the ground
into the air and emits ionizing
radiation called alpha particles.
These particles are electrically
charged and attach to aerosols,
dust and other particles in the air
we breathe. As a result, radon
progeny may be deposited on the
cells lining the airways where the
alpha particles can damage the

S

AR
R

Lz Dlgeos

ﬁﬁﬁ *[EPY email

=
4 |
Woaorking for All

‘éﬁ-




glﬁj [':E 54‘( %t‘ 'i g-FJ l’LJ I’\%Flgé}
J5 T2 El*mi : El’y%:lgg?ﬁrﬁn%
J o AR EWFE?E? é’f
A g O
ﬂmiwﬁig;%ﬁTﬁ’}
FHAPSAIREE » S TR
(positive pressurization) A " I~
[ﬂ T% (positive supply ) I3

o

mh

7—%

SR
= @E’?ﬁ%ﬂ” ZEFL: http://ens-

newswire.com/ens/jun2005/2005-06-
22-02.asp

A5 HESS BTEnvironment News

Service(ENS) » ¢ IRUHLEYF o
Q7§ 7 FRC OFH o R ERED

SR 5L
http://news2.ngo.org.tw/php/ens.php?
1d=05062201

DNA and potentially cause lung
cancer.

Radon exposure is the second most
important risk factor for lung
cancer, after tobacco smoking,
causing between six and 15
percent of all cases. Yet, there is
little public awareness of radon as
a threat to human health, or the
fact that can be mitigated with
relatively simple measures.

The five main ways of reducing
the amount of radon accumulating
in a house are: improving the
ventilation of the house and
avoiding the transport of radon
from the basement into living
rooms, increasing under-floor
ventilation, installing a radon
sump system in the basement,
sealing floors and walls, installing
a positive pressurization or
positive supply ventilation system.

http://ens-
newswire.com/ens/jun2005/2005-06-
22-02.asp
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